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of the early colonies,1 and still more strongly marked in the

joint settlements which were in vogue in the fifth century2__

combined with a difference in the conditions of life that could
evolve "gay Tarentum" from sombre Sparta, resulted frequently
in a complete difference of civilisation. Lastly, colonies often
became more powerful than their mother cities; and it was
fortunate that no such fiction existed as that which would have
asserted a supremacy of Corinth over Syracuse, or of Megara
over Byzantium.

The rigorous theory of the independence of the colony would,
if strictly carried out, have led to a dissolution of all family ties
and to an abandonment of all legal family claims between the
members of the respective states. But this was not in accord-
ance with Greek sentiment, and is provided against by certain
clauses in the charter of Naupactus. Provision is there made
for the next of kin in the mother state claiming intestate
succession to a colonist, for a Naupactian taking his share of
his deceased brother's property in Locris, and for a colonist who
leaves a father behind him being entitled to his share at his
father's death.3 Easy conditions are even made for the resump-
tion of citizenship in the mother city; * and, though the
document that contains these clauses is of late date, still there
is every reason to believe that here, as elsewhere in Greece, the
family and religion created ties that even the dissolution of
those of the city could not break.

The political history of the colonies was marked by a rapidity
of development and a comprehensive grasp of social problems
which found no parallel in the states of Greece proper, at least
until the beginning of the sixth century. The arrested develop-
ment of the East furnishes few examples of their political pro-
gress. In the West it was different. Here ingenious political
experiments were tried, such as the timocracies, which sprang
up in Locri, Ithegium, Croton, and probably in Sybaris. The
straggle between classes assumed a new and interesting phase,
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